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01 The problem: client-side tracking is breaking down

For years, digital marketing has run on a simple setup. Tags, pixels, and scripts load directly in your visitors' 

browsers, and each one sends data straight to a third party: Meta Ads, Google Analytics, Google Ads, and 

dozens more. It worked well enough when browsers cooperated, and users rarely blocked anything. This is not 

exactly true anymore.

What changed

Browsers now actively limit tracking. Safari's Intelligent Tracking Prevention (ITP) and Firefox's Enhanced 

Tracking Protection (ETP) restrict some cookies by default. 29.5% of internet users worldwide use ad-

blocking tools. These can disrupt a good part of tracking signals before they ever reach your analytics.

6 There's a common misconception worth clearing up. Google confirmed in 
0
� that �hrome will not 

remove /5230+*.3/(-)44'2&1,after all. That doesn't mean the problem went away�

�afari, Firefox, and �dge already restrict them, ad blockers keep spreading, and privacy regulations 

are not shrinking anytime soon. The signal loss is real regardless of what any single browser decides. 

If anything, the inconsistency across browsers makes accurate measurement harder, not easier.

What it costs marketers

For most teams, the damage shows up quietly: reported conversions stop matching real sales. You make 

100 sales, but Google reports 60. Budgets get shifted toward the wrong campaigns, and the cycle repeats.

9�7
of data and advertising 

decision-makers expect 

continued signal loss.

?37
expect measurement K^ZI, 

conversion trackingW and 

optimization per campaignL

channel to become more difficult.

ifhdcebgyxsvtpormrwpqnpkmrmpujul

617
expect it to be harder to collect 

demo, user preferences, and 

behavior from third parties.

?
7
expect their ability to use or 

access browser history or real-

time signals to be reduced.
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https://www.iubenda.com/en/blog/tracking-pixel-vs-cookie-explained-and-why-it-should-matter-to-you/
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More accurate data: the store loses less of its Safari and iOS conversion 

data. It can finally see which channels really drive sales, and its reported 

ROAS reflects what actually happened.

Data enrichment: the store attaches each purchase's profit margin, 

whether the buyer is new or returning (information from their CRM), and 

their lifetime value. Now it can tell the algorithm to chase profit and 

high-value customers, not just top-line sales.

Faster pages: the store's product pages load faster, so fewer shoppers 

drop off while waiting.

Improved compliance: before sending a purchase to Meta or Google, the 

store’s server forwards only the order value and a hashed identifier, and 

drops the customer's name and email. The platforms get the conversion 

they need, nothing more.
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